Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)
Pandemic
Update Paper 10
8th April 2020, 9am NZT

Current Status of COVID-19
Globally (Source: Coronavirus COVID-19 Global Cases by the Center for Systems Science and Engineering
(CSSE) at Johns Hopkins University (JHU))





Cases: 1,414,389 (At 10am NZST on 8/4/2020)
Recovered: 298,389 (21.1%)
Deaths: 81,259 (5.7%)
Active Cases: 1,035,090 (73.2%)

New Zealand (Source: MoH NZ)


1160 Total Cases (943 Confirmed and 217 Probable cases)
o 918 Active Cases
o 241 recovered
o 12 cases currently in hospital (4 in ICU),
o 1 death
o DHB Regions: 48% (557) of the total cases resided within the catchment areas of three
Tāmaki region DHBs (of WDHB, ADHB and CMDHB) and the Waikato DHB (See Figure 1).
o AGE GROUPS: 25% (or 286) of cases are in the 20-29 age group. In addition, more than onethird (37% or 426) of total cases were aged 50 years or older (See Figure 2).
o GENDER: 53% (617) of total cases were female (See Figure 3).
o ETHNICITY: Of the total cases 7.8% (91) were Māori, 73.3% (850) were Pākehā, 8.5% (99)
were Asian, and 3.4% (40) were Pacific people (See Figure 4).
o SOURCE OF TRANSMISSION: 42% of total cases were linked to recent overseas travel, 41%
were contact with a known case, 2% were community transmission, and 15% are where the
source of transmission is still under investigation.
o

The current four-week lockdown in NZ: With Winter approaching the next 2 weeks will be a
crucial time for people to remain at home and practicing social distancing measures. It is likely
that this suppression measure will need be repeated numerous times until a vaccination
becomes available.
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Figure 1: Cases by DHB Catchment

2

Figure 2: Cases by Age group

Figure 3: Cases by sex

Figure 4: Cases by Ethnicity
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Data comparing New Zealand's incidence of cases to that of other countries appear to show we are at a
critical point and the four-week lockdown is very timely (Source of Data: Johns Hopkins University and NZ MoH)
 The graphs below show NZ compared to Australia over the last 5 weeks the absolute increase in
numbers of cases per day and the rate of increase in number per day (number of cases per day on a
logarithmic scale with gridlines for ten-fold increases in cases).
 We note when NZ is compared to our neighbour Australia, the gap between our countries absolute
number of cases is large but when seen on the logarithmic scale, our increase in number of cases over
the last 3 or 4 days shows that our cases are now increasing at similar rate to that of Australia’s (that
is why the lines on the logarithmic scale are beginning to stay a similar distance apart).
 Hence the current four-week lockdown is appearing to have been a crucial and timely Public Health
measure that is beginning to show early signs that our rate of increase is beginning to slow down.

Figure 6: COVID-19 Cases in New Zealand & Australia

Figure 7: COVID-19 Cases (Logarithmic scale) in New Zealand & Australia
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